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15 January 1963

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD
SUBJECT: Laos Material for the Department of State

1. On 7 January, Mr, Cross, Lao desk officer at
the Department, called requesting a short paper on the
continued presence of the North Vietnamese in Laos. The
Department was contemplating using the paper in talks
with the Soviets to underscore the lack of North Viet-
namese compliance with the provisions of the Geneva Ac~

cords, 25X1B
2., This was discussed with Mr, Smith and Mr, Sheldon.
The paper vas prepared I EEEIG———.
The paper was reviewed for pro anitization by the
25X1A DDP and by T1so 25X1A

showed the paper to Mr. Sheldon. The paper was cleared
for use and forwarded to the Department on 9 January,

3. Mr. Cross informs me that some of the informa-—
tion was used in a meeting between Mr, Harriman and Kuznet-
sov on 9 January and that it is additionally planned to
use the paper as part of a demarche to the Soviets on
this issue.

4. A copy of the paper is attached, 25X1A

25X1A
Distribution: |
Orig. & 1 - AD/CI Kb/j ~ /e A’W43
1 -
1l -
1 - DDP/FE
1 - SPINT 25X1A
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Submtantial smbers of Horth Vietnamese troops remafe
in laos. Accummiating evidence previded by laotisn mili-
tary officers in the field, by Pathet Las defectors, and
by civilian refugees from villages under Pathet Lso centrel
isdicates these North Vietuamase mwmber over 2,000, They
are locatsd thrsughout those ayeas of Laos where the oaly
snthority is thet of the Pathet lse--and their Vietuamese
advisors.

Yor sxample:

Blements of a North Vietasnens division remain in
Bam Neus province. A battalion from this division is
roported with its troops stationsd in thres meparste
viliages: imeng Idet (VE 11643); Nuong Nga (VE 1408);
and Ban Nong Xuo (VH 1958), Thare siso is a JNorth
Yietnaness artillery wait sear Sam Neua town., This
unit is equipped with four 120am martars and four 108an
howituzers. Other Noxrth Vietusmose ave stationed with
the Pathet Lao as ailitary advisers. Among ths loeations
vhere these advisors could be found in sid-December were:
Ban Ean (UM 9480), Masnug Peun (UH $3386), snd Muong Ham
(o $761).

Near Tha Thosm (D¢ 8£300) ia Xieng Ebouang yrovince,
there is a Pathet lLas canp wvhare 100 North Vistnamese
tyeops are statiensd. In this part of Xieng Kbouang
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provinge, sthey Norih Vietuamese mdvisors sre statienesd
with the Pathet Lao at NMsong Yarm (UF 37985) and at Ban
Hard Liat (UF 9492).

In contral Laos, there is saple evidence that the
¥orth Vietaamesse arve protactiag the corridor to Seuth
Yietnan,

¥erth Vistaamess troeps--inm stresgth from plateoa
to company siss--are Lecated with Pathet Lao units near
lak Bac (YF 9510); Nape (WF 1021); Mahaxay (WK 192%2); and
Xbham Keut (VF 7020). The mest signifioant concentration,
bowever, is in the vioinity of Tchapone (XD 3248).

Eere there is emn battalion stationed at the Tchepons
sirfield. 7There are sthear North Vietnamese asarby: 2
reinforced company (300-350 men) is with the Pathet Lao
1’ niles northvest of Tohepene {(at XD 2076). Awmother
unit (at XD 1834) is mear Reuts © seven niles sast of
Meng Phine (XD 0999).
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